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Harwich  Port  Health  Authority 


Harwich,  February,  1948. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Port  Health  Authority. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1947  ; this 
is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  161/47. 

The  year  has  seen  a gratifying  increase  in  the  amount  of  shipping 
entering  the  Port.  The  quantity  of  cargo  handled  also  showed  an  increase 
on  the  previous  year.  There  has  also  been  a marked  increase  in  the  amount 
of  passenger  traffic  (inward,  1946  98,288,  1947  214,269  ; outward,  1946 
105,092,  1947  192,184). 

The  first  party  of  European  Voluntary  Workers  arrived  at  Harwich  on 
the  8th  August,  1947,  and  from  that  date  parties  have  been  arriving  two 
or  three  times  per  week. 

I.  Total  number  of  workers  landed  during  1947  : 

Men 11,214 

Women  . . . . 5,359  . 


Total  ..  16,573 

II.  Number  of  dependants  of  workers  previously  landed  : 

Adults  . . . . 193 

Children  . . . . 289 

Total  . . 482 

Although  these  were  all  medically  , examined  before  embarkation  it  was 
frequently  found  necessary  to  be  present  at  disembarkation. 

Throughout  the  year  the  health  of  the  Port  was  excellent.  No  Noti- 
fications of  Infectious  Disease  were  received. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  ships  carrying  aliens  arriving  at  the 
Port  of  Harwich  was  996  (including  some  under  Ministry  of  Transport 
Charter),  compared  with  643  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  aliens 
arriving  at  the  Port  during  the  year  was  94,577,  of  whom  6,047  were 
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submitted  to  detailed  medical  examination.  The  corresponding  figures 
for  previous  years  are  : 


Year. 

Aliens  landed. 

Examined. 

1938 

72,467 

3,991 

1934 

78,628 

2,395 

1935 

80,639 

2,031 

1936 

91,406 

2,790 

1937 

97,990 

2,952 

1988 

103,631 

6,009 

1939 

87,030  (9  months) 

24,221 

1945 

8,880  (2  months) 

2,185 

1946 

51.203 

5,503 

4.947 

94,577 

• 

6,047 

In  carrying  out  the  detailed  examinations,  the  Medical  Inspectors  were 
ably  assisted  by  the  two  Female  Attendants. 

During  the  year  the  Port  was  visited  by  Dr.  L.  H.  Murray  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  on  the  3rd  December,  1947. 

The  cordial  relations  between  the  Customs  Department,  the  Immigra- 
tion Department,  the  L.N.E.R.,  thje  United  Shipping  Co.,  and  the  Zeeland 
Shipping  Co.,  have  been  maintained.  A satisfactory  liaison  has  also  been 
established  with  the  Ministry  of  War  Transport  Officials  controlling  the 
B.A.O.R.  Troopship  Service.  Without  such  relationship  it  would  be 
impossible  for  the  work  of  the  Port  to  be  carried  out  in  an  efficient  manner. 

In  presenting  this  report,  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  work  carried  out  by  various  members  of  the  staff. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  ROLAND  HETHERINGTON, 

Port  Medical  Officer. 

JURISDICTION  OF  THE  PORT  OF  HARWICH 

By  a general  order  dated  30th  June,  1899,  and  Section  II,  the  limits  of 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Port  are  given  as  follows  : Article  10. — “ The  jurisdiction 
of  the  said  Port  Sanitary  Authority  shall  extend  to  the  whole  of  the  Customs 
Port  of  Harwich,  except  so  much  as  lies  to  the  sea-ward  of  a straight  line 
drawn  from  the  most  southerly  point  of  Landguard  Point  to  the  sea-ward 
extremity  of  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Borough  of  Harwich  and  with 
that  exception  the  area  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Port  Sanitary 
Authority  shall  include  the  waters  of  the  said  Port,  and  all  docks,  basins, 
harbours,  creeks,  rivers,  channels,  bays,  roads  and  streams  with  the  said 
Port,  and  the  place  or  places  which  may  from  time  to  time  be  appointed 
as  the  Customs  Boarding  Station  or  Stations  for  the  said  Port,  and  the 
place  or  places  for  the  time  being  appointed  for  the  mooring,  or  anchoring 
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of  the  ships  for  the  said  Port,  under  any  regulations,  for  the  prevention 
of  the  spread  of  disease  issued  under  the  Authority  of  the  Statutes  in 
that  behalf,  and  for  the  purpose  of  any  such  Regulations  as  aforesaid 
shall  also  extend  to  any  ship  which,  in  pursuance  thereof,  or  of  any  directions 
given  hereunder,  shall  be  moored  or  anchored  at  the  place  appointed 
thereunder  as  aforesaid,  or  which  shall  be  on  its  way  thither.”  This 
district  extends  to  a straight  line  from  Shotley  Spit  Buoy  to  Fagborough 
Cliff  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Orwell,  also  to  tidal  waters  in  the  River 
Stour,  which  includes  Mistley  Quay. 

ACCOMMODATION  FOR  VESSELS 

PARKESTON  QUAY 

The  chief  accommodation  for  vessels  is  at  Parkeston  Quay. 

This  is  situated  a little  over  a mile  from  the  mouth  of  the  River.  It  is 
4,400  feet  in  length,  and  can  receive  eleven  boats  of  an  average  length  of  400 
feet.  At  High  Tide  it  can  berth  ships  drawing  a draught  of  26  feet  of  water. 

H.M.  Navy  occupy  some  500  feet  of  the  Quay  and  the  remainder  is 
used  by  the  Railway  Executive,  who  offer  facilities  for  berthing  of  vessels 
belonging  to  the  Ministry  of  Transport  used  in  connection  with  B.A.O.R. 
traffic. 

The  L.N.E.R.  and  the  United  Shipping  Company  disembark  their 
passengers  and  discharge  their  cargo  at  this  Quay. 

MISTLEY  QUAY 

This  is  a small  Quay  situate  some  miles  up  the  River  Stour.  It  can 
give  berth  to  vessels  up  to  150  feet  in  length,  14  feet  draught,  and  600  tons 
burden.  This  Quay  is  used  mainly  by  sprit  barges  carrying  cargo  for  the 
use  of  Brooks  (Mistley)  Ltd.,  and  Free  Rodwell’s  malting  works  situated 
near  the  Quay. 

FELIXSTOWE  DOCK 

This  is  a small  Dock  situate  close  to  the  entrance  to  the  harbour,  which 
gives  accommodation  to  vessels  of  450  feet  in  length,  23  feet  draught,  and 
8,000  tons  burden.  This  is  at  present  used  only  by  small  coasters  and 
barges  carrying  wheat  to  Messrs.  Marriage’s  Flour  Mills. 

CONTINENTAL  PIER,  HARWICH 

This  is  a small  Quay,  situate  at  the  entrance  to  the  River  Stour,  which 
gives  accommodation  to  vessels  of  18  feet  draught  of  water,  and  from 
800  to  1,000  tons  burden. 

TRAIN  FERRY 

The  Train  Ferry  boats  have  their  own'  specially  constructed  pier,  which 
lies  to  the  west  of  the  Harwich  Pier. 

HARWICH  STEAM-BOAT  PIER 

This  is  a small  Pier — the  property  of  the  L.  & N.E.  Railway,  used  by 
small  steam  and  motor-boats  engaged  in  passenger  service  between 


Harwich.  Felixstowe,  and  Shotley.  The  local  shrimping  and  fishing  boats 
are  also  based  at  Harwich,  and  a small  Quay  at  the  Gas  Works  is  used  by 
small  vessels  carrying  coal. 

TRADE  OF  THE  PORT 

The  trade  of  the  Port  consists  of  general  cargo  of  all  kinds,  and  includes 
a large  quantity  of  foodstuffs. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS 

The  total  number  of  Aliens  entering  the  Port  was  94,577.  The  number 
of  Aliens  who  were  given  a detailed  medical  examination  was  6,047. 

It  was  found  necessary,  on  medical  grounds,  to  refuse  one  Alien  leave 
to  land,  and  in  four  other  cases  certificates  were  issued. 

PILOTAGE 

All  ships  entering  the  Port  are  required  to  do  so  in  charge  of  a British 
Pilot,  unless  exempt  under  the  Pilotage  By-Laws.  Ships  arriving  from 
any  foreign  Port  situated  between  the  Biver  Elbe  and  the  Port  of  Brest 
may  enter  the  Part  of  Harwich  without  producing  a declaration  of  health, 
but  all  other  ships  from  foreign  are  required  to  furnish  this  declaration. 

The  local  Pilots  have  full  instructions  as  to  the  procedure  to  be  adopted 
when  a case  of  doubtful  infectious  disease  is  reported  to  them,  and  the 
situation  of  the  Quarantine  Station  in  the  Harbour  is  knowm  to  them  all. 

QUARANTINE  STATION 

The  Quarantine  Station  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  a line  drawn  from 
Fagborough  Cliff  to  the  River  Steamers  Pier,  Harwich,  and  on  the  south 
by  a line  drawn  from  Martello  Towrer  to  the  Coastguard  Station,  Harwich. 

IMPORTATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  majority  of  the  ships  which  enter  the  Port  convey  passengers  from 
Belgium,  Germany,  Holland,  and  Scandinavia,  and  consideration  has, 
therefore,  to  be  given  the  risk  of  the  importation  of  infectious  disease  from 
countries  which  have  a greatly  depleted  health  service  as  a result  of 

recent  hostilities. 

When  considered  necessary,  passengers  landing  are  supplied  with  an 
appropriate  card  requesting  them,  should  suggestive  symptoms  develop, 
to  seek  at  once  medical  opinion.  As  far  as  possible  all  the  passengers  on 
these  ships  are  medically  inspected  and  the  ships  periodically  examined. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Ipswich  Borough  Council  for 
the  latter  to  take  all  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  brought  into  the  Port 

of  Harwich. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  VESSELS 

Begular  inspections  have  been  carried  out  on  all  vessels  entering  the 
Port.  Details  are  given  on  a later  page. 

CLEANSING  STATION 

The  Port  Health  Authority  have  an  agreement  with  the  Council  of  the 
Borough  of  Harwich  whereby  they  may  have  the  use  of  their  Cleansing 
Station  for  dealing  with  verminous  persons  and  their  belongings.  This 
Cleansing  Station  has  two  rooms  and  a bathroom,  and  there  is  a Thresh 
Disinfector  in  good  working  order  attached. 

Accommodation  for  sleeping  at  the  Cleansing  Station  can  be  provided 
if  required.  It  is  within  easy  distance  of  the  Quay.  During  the  year  it 
has  not  been  necessary  to  cleanse  or  disinfect  any  person.  „ 

PSITTACOSIS 

The  Parrots  (Prohibition  of  Imports)  Begulations,  1930,  are  still  in 
force  and  during  the  year  1947  permission  to  land  six  budgerigars  was 
refused.  The  Health  Authority  enforces  the  Begulations,  Sections  4 and  5, 
which  state  as  follows  : 

Section  4. — A person  shall  not  import  any  parrot  into  England  or  Wales 
whether  for  sale  or  otherwise. 

Provided  that  nothing  in  these  Begulations  shall  be  deemed  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  any  parrot  which  is  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  be  required  for  the  purposes  of  medical  or 
veterinary  research,  or,  which  is  consigned  to  the  Zoological  Society  of 
London,  or  to  a person  for  the  time  being  specially  authorised  by  the 
Minister  (Health)  to  import  parrots  otherwise  than  for  sale. 

Section  5. — The  Master  of  every  ship  approaching  any  port  shall,  if  he 
has  reason  to  believe  that  a parrot  is  on  board,  bring  these  regulations  to 
the  notice  of  the  person  having  the  custody  or  control' of  the  parrot  and 
shall  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  ship  notify  the  proper  Officer  of 
Customs  and  Excise  accordingly. 

* “ Parrot  ” means  a bird  of  the  order  Psittaciformes  and  includes  any  of  the 
birds  commonly  called  parrots,  parrakeets,  love-birds,  macaws,  cockatoos,  conures, 
caiques,  lories,  and  lorikeets. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES 

There  is  a V.D.  Clinic  at  the  Harwich  Borough’s  Health  Department, 
which  is  under  the  care  of  the  Port  Medical  Officer.  A satisfactory  contact 
is  maintained  with  the  members  of  the  crews  using  the  Port  and  arrange- 
ments are  made  whereby  members  of  the  Mercantile  Marine  are  dealt 
with  at  any  convenient  times  at  the  Clinic  (apart  from  the  regular  sessions 
thereof). 

In  compliance  with  Begulation  83B  of  the  Defenco  (General)  Begulations 
every  effort  is  made  to  trace  the  sources  of  infection  and  other  contacts 
when  these  are  believed  to  be  in  this  country.  It  is  a matter  for  regret 
that  it  is  often  impossible  to  inaugurate  any  similar  procedure  when  the 
source  of  infection  is  stated  to  have  been  on  the  Continent. 
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TABLE  B PASSENGER  TRAFFIC  DURING  THE  YEAR  1947 
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Total  number  of  vessels  carrying  Alien  passengers  . . . . 996  (including  B.A.O.R.)* 

Number  of  vessels  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Inspector  ..  707 
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• TABLE  C 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  LANDED  FROM  VESSELS 


Number  of  Cases  during 

Average  number  of 

Disease. 

the  year. 

Number  of  vessels 

cases  for  previous 

Passengers.  Crew. 

concerned. 

five  years. 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

TABLE  D 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  OCCURRING  ON  VESSELS 
DURING  THE  VOYAGE  BUT  DISPOSED  OF  PRIOR  TO  ARRIVAL 


Number  of  Cases  during 

Average  number  of 

Disease. 

the  year. 

Number  of  vessels 

cases  for  previous 

Passengers.  Crew. 

concerned. 

five  years. 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  and 
Food  Inspector 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Harwich  Port  Health  Authority. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work  of  the 
Department  during  the  year  1947. 

SERVICES 

Harwich — Hook  of  Holland.  ( Passenger  and  Cargo). 

A nightly  service  is  in  operation,  with  the  exception  of  Sunday  sailing. 
Vessels  arrive  at  Parkeston  Quay  at  6.00  a.m. 

The  Zeeland  Line  are  also  running  a daylight  service  thrice  weekly, 
arriving  Sundays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays  at  5.30  p.m. 

Harwich — Esbjerg.  ( Passenger  and  Cargo). 

A thrice  weekly  service  is  maintained,  vessels  arriving  between  2.00  p.m. 
and  7.00  p.m.,  with  occasional  cargo  boats  being  brought  into  service  as 
necessary.  During  the  months  of  June,  July,  August,  and  September  the 
United  Shipping  Co.  increased  their  arrivals  to  five  ships  per  week. 

Harwich — Antwerp.  ( Passenger  and  Cargo). 

A twice  weekly  service  is  carried  out  on  this  route,  vessels  arriving 
at  6.00  a.m.  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays. 
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Harwich — Rotterdam.  ( Cargo  only). 

This  service  is  now  in  operation  with  two  arrivals  per  week. 

Harwich — Zeebrugge.  ( Cargo  and  Passenger  Train  Ferry). 

Two  Ferry  v.essels  are  now  in  operation,  making  about  sixteen  trips 
per  month. 

B.A.O.R.  Troopships. 

The  Ministry  of  Transport  runs  a daily  troopship  service  between 
Harwich  and  Hook  of  Holland,  arriving  at  6.00  a.m.  and  leaving  at  night. 
There  are  also  two  vessels,  S.S.  Manxman  and  S.S.  Biaritz  at  present 
occupied  in  carrying  Displaced  Persons  from  the  Continent  and  repatriating 
German  Prisoners  of  War. 


POET  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 

Regular  inspections  have  been  carried  out  on  all  vessels  entering  the 
Port.  224  vessels  have  been  inspected  during  the  year.  Of  these,  57  were 
found  to  be  defective  and  54  were  rectified.  The  defects  were  mainly  of 
a minor  character  and  were  generally  quickly  rectified  on  being  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  proper  authority. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  frequent  inspections  were  carried  out  on 
troopships  and  vessels  used  for  carrying  Prisoners  of  War  and  Displaced 
Persons.  These  vessels  are  controlled  by  the  Ministry  of  Transport  and  so 
are  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  but  defects, 
etc.,  were  pointed  out  to  the  authorities  concerned. 

The  Disinfestation  Department  of  the  L.  & N.E.  Railway  was  called 
in  to  deal  with  cockroach  infestations  on  three  of  their  vessels,  and  with 
cockroach  infestation  of  the  Dock  Porters’  Dining  Hut  on  Parkeston  Quay. 

The  Port  Health  Authority  has  an  agreement  with  the  Borough  of 
Harwich  for  the  use  of  their  steam  disinfector  when  necessary.  This  was 
used  once  during  the  year,  to  disinfest  bedding  and  clothing  from  a vessel 
infested  with  bed  bugs.  The  account  for  the  use  of  same  was  paid  by  the 
shipping  company  concerned. 

Two  new  vessels  for  the  L.  & N.E.  Railway  came  into  service  during  the 
year — S.S.  Arnhem  on  Harwich-Hook  of  Holland  service,  and  M.S.  Suffolk 
Ferry  on  Harwich-Zeebrugge  Train  Ferry  Service.  The  crews’  accommoda- 
tion on  these  vessels  shows  a great  improvement  to  that  on  the  older 
vessels.  Crews  are  accommodated  aft  on  S.S.  Arnhem  and  midships  on 
M.S.  Suffolk  Ferry.  They  have  two  to  four  berth  cabins  well  fitted  out-, 
comfortable  messrooms,  drying  rooms,  dirty  clothes  and  oilskin  lockers, 
very  good  galley  arrangements,  and  adequate  and  well  laid  out  sanitary, 
ablution,  and  bathing  accommodation. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  for  shipping  and  the  Port  is  supplied  by  the  Tondring  Hundred 
Waterworks  Co.  Supervision  is  exercised  over  cleanliness  and  protection 
from  contamination  of  the  hydrants  and  condition  of  the  supply  hoses. 
No  samples  were  taken  from  vessels  for  chemical  analysis  or  bacteriological 

examination. 

The  only  water-boats  in  use  at  the  Port  are  those  used  to  supply  vessels 
of  the  Reserve  Fleet,  and  do  not  come  under  our  control. 

RODENT?  CONTROL  AND  MEASURES 

Harwich  is  not  an  Approved  Port  for  the  issue  of  De-ratisation  Certifi- 
cates under  the  Internation  Sanitary  Convention.  All  the  regular  foreign- 
going  vessels  carry  valid  certificates— the  British  vessels  getting  theirs 
renewed  when  they  go  to  dock  for  overhaul,  the  foreign  vessels  getting 

theirs  at  their  home  ports. 

All  vessels  were  regularly  inspected  for  rat  infestation,  but  only  a few 
minor  infestations  were  found.  Thes'e  were  successfully  dealt  with  by 
trapping  or  poisoning. 

A survey  of  Parkeston  Quay  was  made  during  the  year  with  Rodent 
Operators  of  the  L.  & N.E.  Railway  Co.  No  evidence  of  any  large 
infestations  was  discovered.  Pre-baiting  and  poison  was  used  for  the  few 
small  infestations  found. 

Frequent  visits  were  paid  to  the  various  warehouses,  stores,  etc.  Forty- 
five  rats  were  destroyed  in  these  buildings  during  the  year. 

No  rats  were  sent  for  examination  for  plague. 

The  following  Tables  are  appended  : 

Table  E. — Rats  destroyed  during  the  year  on  vessels. 

Table  F. — Rats  destroyed  during  the  year  in  docks,  warehouses,  etc. 
Table  J. — Hygiene  of  Crews’  Spaces — Classification  of  Nuisances. 

Parrots  ( Prohibition  of  Imports)  Regulations,  1930. 

Six  budgerigars  arrived  at  the  Port  during  the  year  in  contravention  of 
the  above  Regulations.  These  were  destroyed  in  accordance  with  the 

Regulations. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Foodstuffs  imported  during  the  year  consisted  of  the  following  : 

Hook  of  Holland. 

Lettuces,  tomatoes,  cucumbers,  onions,  shallots,  leeks,  cauliflowers, 
carrots,  asparagus,  artichokes,  cabbages,  radishes,  spinach,  grapes,  peaches, 
pears,  strawberries,  aubergines,  paprika,  pimentoes,  sea-fish,  freshwater 
fish,  oysters,  yeast,  poultry,  preserves. 

Rotterdam. 

Similar  to  above,  also  fruit  pulp  and  tomato  puree. 

Antwerp. 

Grapes,  pears,  peaches,  chicory,  endives,  cherries,  plums,  oranges, 
melons,  apricots,  beans,  lettuces,  poultry,  biscuits,  preserves,  nuts,  gelatine, 
bilberries. 


TABLE  E RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR  ON  VESSELS 
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Nationality  of  Vessel.  Number  Inspected  Defects  of  original  Structural  defects  Dirt,  Vermin,  and  other  con- 

during  year.  construction.  through  wear  and  tear.  ditions  prejudicial  to  health. 
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Danish. 

Butter,  eggs, . bacon,  cheese,  fish,  offals,  sausages,  barley,  vegetables, 
caviare,  conserves,  preserves,  poultry. 

Zeebrugge  Train  Ferry. 

Grapes,  mandarines,  pears,  cherries,  plums,  bilberries,  apricots,  peaches, 
cauliflowers,  nuts,  beans,  asparagus,  fish,  poultry,  rabbits,  game,  meat. 

At  present,  the  working  hours  on  Parkeston  Quay  are  from  5.30  a.m. 
to  10.30  p.m.  During  most  of  this  period,  foodstuffs  of  some  description 
are  being  discharged,  so  it  is  generally  necessary  to  have  an  Inspector  on 
duty  during  these  hours. 

Owing  to  various  import  restrictions  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  ’and  the 
failure  during  the  year  of  the  trade  talks  with  Denmark,  the  imports  of 
foodstuffs  fluctuated  considerably.  The  importation  of  Danish  butter 
ceased  in  August,  and  of  eggs  and  bacon  in  September.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  trade  talks  now  being  carried  out  with  Denmark  will  be  successful, 
and  that  considerable  quantities  of  these  important  items  of  our  diet  will 
be  imported  through  the  Port  during  the  coming  year. 

Considerable  quantities  of  Danish  offals  have  been  imported  during 
the  year.  Most  of  these  are  used  in  the  manufacture  of  meat  products. 
Under  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Regulations,  beef  offals 
imported  from  Denmark  must  be  cooked  before  packing.  It  was  found 
that  the  clearance  of  these  offals  from  the  Port  was  often  delayed,  owing 
to  waiting  for  Import  Licence.  In  order  to  avoid  any  risk  of  these  offals 
being  used  for  manufacture  in  an  unsound  condition,  strict  supervision  was 
exercised  over  them.  It  was  found  necessary  to  seize  120  qases  weighing 
7 tons  18  cwts.  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  These  were  passed  to 
the  Ministry  of  Food  Salvage  Division.  Representation  was  made  to  the 
shipping  company  and  H.M.  Customs,  pointing  out  the  highly  perishable 
nature  of  these  offals,  and  clearance  is  now  generally  effected  within 
three  days. 

Three  Colorado  Beetles  were  found  on  vessels  from  Antwerp  during 
the  year.  These  were  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
Detailed  examinations  were  made  of  the  vegetables  in  the  cargoes  of  the 
vessels  concerned.  No  further  specimens  were  found,  and  the  cargoes 
were  allowed  to  go  forward. 

Public  Health  ( Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937. 

Seizures  during  the  year  numbered  3,968,  weighing  67,9491bs.,  of  which 
Hook  of  Holland  numbered  1,0991 — 5,269  lbs.  ; Danish  271 — 19,801  lbs.  ; 
Rotterdam  15 — 126  lbs.;  TrainFerry 751 — 10,3271bs.;  Flushing2 — 1051bs.; 
general  seizures  5 — 500  lbs.  ; Antwerp  1,825 — 21,821  lbs. 

A summary  with  the  seizures  from  each  Line  is  appended,  showing 
the  nature  of  the  foodstuff  and  reason  for  seizure. 

Condemned  food,  of  any  value  for  salvage  purposes,  was  disposed  of 
through  the  Ministry  of  Food  Salvage  Division. 

It  was  the  aim  of  this  Department  throughout  the  year  to  prevent  any 
unnecessary  loss  or  waste  of  food  and  advice  or  assistance  to  this  effect 
was  given  to  the  shipping  company  or  department  concerned. 
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Supervision  was  exercised  over  the  state  of  cleanliness  of  railway  trucks 
used  for  loading  foodstuffs,  also  the  quay  and  various  sheds. 

Public  Health  (Preservatives  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925-1940. 

These  Regulations,  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  prohibit  the 
importation  of  articles  of  food  containing  preservatives,  with  the  exception 
of  certain  articles  of  food  which  may  contain  preservatives  of  the  nature, 
and  proportion  specified. 

A consignment  of  fifty  cases  of  canned  eel  fillets  from  Denmark  was 
refused  entry,  as  the  labels  on  the  tins  showed  the  contents  to  contain 
Benzoate  of  Soda,  which  is  in  contravention  of  the  Regulations.  Notifica- 
tion was  received  from  the  importer  that  this  label  had  been  submitted  to 
the  Labels  Section  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  received  their  approval. 
This  matter  was  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  who  took  up  the  case 
with  the  Ministry  of  Food.  Arrangements  were  made  betweeen  the  two 
Ministries  to  ensure  that  future  labels  which  were  approved  would  comply 
with  Public  Health  Regulations.  A sample  taken  from  a further  consign- 
ment showed  that  the  new  consignment  was  free  from  preservatives. 

A consignment  of  raspberry  juice  sampled  under  the  Regulations,  was 
shown  to  contain  1,200  parts  per  million  of  Sulphur  Di-Oxide,  the  maximum 
allowed  being  350  p.p.m.  An  undertaking  was  received  from  the  importer 
that  the  raspberry  juice  was  for  manufacturing  purposes,  and  after  treat- 
ment would  not  contain  more  than  the  permitted  350  p.p.m.  S02.  An 
undertaking  of  this  description  complies  with  the  Regulations,  so  the 
consignment  was  allowed  to  go  forward,  notification  of  the  case  being  sent 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the 
district  where  the  importer’s  premises  were  situated. 

4,236  cases  of  tomato  puree  were  imported  from  Holland  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food.  This  was  sampled  and  found  to  contain  no  preservatives. 

The  three  samples  mentioned  above  were  the  only  ones  taken  during 
the  year  under  these  Regulations. 

No  milk  was  imported  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health 
(Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926. 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Port  Health  Authority. 

During  the  past  year  our  relations  with  the  officials  of  TT.M.  Customs, 
L.  & N.E.  Railway  Co.,  United  Shipping  Co.,  and  Zeeland  Shipping  Co. 
have  been  of  a very  cordial  nature. 

No  alterations  of  the  staff  have  taken  place  during  the  year.  Mr. 
Peacock  and  Mr.  Griffiths,  the  Sanitary  and  Food  Inspectors,  have  carried 
out  their  duties  in  an  exemplary  manner. 

The  Port  Medical  Officer  has  been  informed  of  anything  of  interest. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  LOMAS, 

Chief  Port  Sanitary  and  Food  Inspector, 

Harwich  Port  Health  Authority. 
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SUMMARY  OF  FOODSTUFFS  IMPORTED  AND  SEIZED 


L.  & N.E.  RAILWAY’S  LINE.  HOOK  OF  HOLLAND— HARWICH 


Nature. 

Number 

Received. 

Unfit. 

Un- 

sound. 

Total 

Seizures. 

Cwts.  Qtrs.  Lbs. 

Vegetables  (packages) 

771,330 

Onions.  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Lettuce 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Cucumbers 

— 

4 

— 

4 

91—1 

Tomatoes 

— 

— 

257 

257 

Gherkins 

— 

— 

74 

74 

Pimentoes 

— 

12 

— 

12  , 

Fruit  (packages)  . . 

586,376 

Grapes. . 

— 

4 

— 

4, 

Oranges 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Rhubarb 

— 

— 

1 6 

6 

Cherries 

— 

— 

567 

567 

* 

Apricots 

— 

— 

25 

25 

45  18 

Plums  . . 

— 

— 

20 

20 

Melons.. 

— 

34 

10 

44 

Bilberries 

- — 

— 

l 77 

77 

Pears  . . 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Poultry  (cases) 

3,275 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  (cases) 

20,205 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

Yeast  (baskets)  . . 

12,032 

— 

— 

— 

Preserves  (cases)  . . 

90 

: ” 

1 - 

- 

L.  & N.E.  RAILWAY’S  LINE.  ANTWERP— HARWICH 


Nature. 

Number 

Received. 

Unfit. 

Un- 

sound. 

Total 

Seizures. 

j Cwts.  Qtrs.  Lbs. 

Vegetables  (packages) 

73,875 

* 

Lettuce 

— 

13 

• 

13  ) 

Cauliflowers  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

14  2 8 

Beans  . . 

— 

, — 

154 

154  ) 

Fruit  (packages)  . . 

718,980 

Mandarines 

— 

— 

7 

7 

Pears  . . 

— 

— 

9 

0 

Grapes. . 

— 

38 

— 

38 

# 

Cherries 

— 

8 

1,394 

1,402  1 

180  1 1 

Plums  . . 

— 

— 

193 

193 

Peaches 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Apricots 

— 

— ' 

4 

4 

Melons . . 

-r- 

1 

— 

1 

Poultry  (cases) 

10,629 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Biscuits  (tins) 

72,830 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Preserves  (cases) 

31 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gelatine  (packages) 

172 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

L.  & N.E.  RAILWAY’S  TRAIN  FERRY.  ZEEBRUGGE— HARWICH 


Nature. 

Number 

Received. 

Unfit. 

Un- 

sound. 

Total 

Seizures. 

Cwts.  Qtrs.  Lbs. 

LONDON 

Vegetables  (packages) 

75,004 



— 

— 

— — 

— 

Fruit  (packages)  . . 

410,135 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Poultry  (cases) 

153,620 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Fish  (cases) 

7,855 

— 

— 

— . 

— — 

— 

Beef  (quarters) 

8,358 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Bacon  (packages). . 

92 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Rabbits  (cases)  . . 

2,400 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Yeast  (baskets)  . . 

85 

— 

— 

' — 

— — 

— - 

Preserves  (cases)  . . 

292 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Chocolate  (cases) 

14,028 

HARWICH 

Vegetables  (packages) 

13,928 

Cauliflowers  . . 

— 

— 

15 

15 

5 1 

12 

Fruit  (packages)  . . 

144,410 

Mandarines 

— 

— 

712 

712  \ 

Pears  . . 

— 

— 

5 

5 

Cherries 

— 

— 

4 

4 

86  3 

11 

Plums  . . 

— 

— 

5 

5 

f 

Apricots 

— 

— 

5 

5 

Peaches 

— 

— , 

5 

5 , 

Poultry  (cases) 

5,862 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Fish  (cases) 

95 

— 

~ 

.L.  & N.E.  RAILWAY’S  LINE.  ROTTERDAM— HARWICH  • 


Nature. 

• 

Number 

Received. 

Unfit. 

1 

Un- 

sound. 

Total 

Seizures. 

Cwts. 

Qtrs.  Lbs. 

Vegetables  (packages)  . . 

154,509 

| 

_ 

_ 

Fruit  (packages)  . . 

Apples 

49,661 



1 

1 



1 

22 

Plums  . . 

— 

— 

2 

2 

’ 

1 

— 

Melons . . 

— 

12 

— 

12 

1 

20 

Poultry  (cases)  . . . . 

5,182 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  (cases) 

478 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

Preserves  (cases)  . . 

560 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Condensed  Milk  (cases)  . . 

1,729 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  Powder  (cases) 

574 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tomatoe  Puree  (cases)  . . 

4,236 

- 

- 

“ 
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FLUSHING— HARWICH.  (CARGO  SERVICE) 


Number 

Un- 

Total 

Nature. 

Received. 

Unfit. 

sound. 

Seizures. 

Cwts.  Qtrs.  Lbs. 

Vegetables  (packages) 
Onions. . 

58 ,392 

2 

— 

2 

3 21 

GENERAL  SEIZURES 


Nature. 

Unsound. 

Cwts.  Qtrs.  Lbs. 

1 Case  Hake  (found  in  railway  truck) 

1 \ 

g 

1 Case  Plaice  (found  in  railway  truck) 

1 ) 

86  lbs.  Sausages  (ships  stores) 

1 

— 3 2 

30  lbs.  Liver  (ships  stores)  . . 

1 

— 1 2 

28  lbs.  Beef  (ships  stores)  . . . . 

1 

— 1 — 

20  lbs.  Bacon  (ships  stores) 

1 

— — 20 

UNITED  SHIPPING  CO.  LINE.  ESBJERG— HARWICH 


Nature. 

Number 

re- 

ceived. 

Pres,  in 
Food 
Regs., 
1925. 

Unfit. 

Un- 

sound. 

Total 

seizures. 

Cwts. 

Qtrs.  Lbs. 

Offals  (packages) 

Pigs  Feet 

18,625 

8 

8 

13 

2 

14 

Pigs  Maws 

— 

— 

— ■ 

2 • 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Cooked  Udders  . . 

— 

— 

— 

46 

46 

57 

— 

— 

Cooked  Spleens  . . 

— 

— 

— 

41 

41 

55 

— 

14 

Sausages  (cases) 

Fish  Sausages 

3,997 

_ 



2 

2 

1 

_ 

20 

Bacon  (sides) 

249,036 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ — 

— 

Fish  (cases)  . . 

1 410,851 

— . 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eggs  (cases)  . . 

293,521 

— 

7,236 

— ■ 

101 

7 

— 

2 

Butter  (casks) 

28,298 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

Cheese  (boxes) 

29,822 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Preserves  (cases) 
Canned  Eels 

5,423 

50 

_ 

_ 

50 

11 

_ 

18 

Conserves  (cases) 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Provisions  (cases)  . . 

' 973 

- — 

— - 

— 

— 1 

— 

— 

— 

Marzipan  (cases) 

1,835 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Black  Puddings( cases) 

451 

• 

— 

21 

21 

29 

— 

23 

Barley  (bags) 

402 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Vegetables  (packages) 

285 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Poultry  (cases) 

772 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Frozen  Beaver  Meat 
(cases) 

165 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Caviare  (Cases) 

228 

■ 

_ 

~ 

